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Women's Shelter Workers 
Convicted for Protecting Child 


ive women were convicted of 
abduction and conspiracy in a 
St. Thomas, Ontario, court last 
week for their attempt to protect a 
five-year-old and her mother from an 
abusive father. The five were sen¬ 
tenced to up to 3 years probation. 

The conviction relates to an incident 
in summer ’88, when a woman who 
was being battered by the man she 
lived with escaped with the help of her 
mother, her sister and three other 
women. She took her five-year-old 
daughter (her step-daughter) with her 
because he was also abusing the 
child. 

Police tricked the women into sur¬ 
rendering and jailed 3 of them for up to 
2 weeks. 

Children’s Aid refused to take the 
child into protective custody when 
requested. They said that since the 
child was at a shelter, she was not in 
imminent danger, even though a shel¬ 
ter worker explained the circum¬ 
stances and that technically it was 
illegal for them to have the child there. 
After the women were arrested, 
Children’s Aid took the child to a foster 
home for 48 hours, interviewed her for 
half an hour and then returned her to 
her father. 


LEAF, (Women's Legal Education 
and Action Fund) a group of high- 
power Toronto lawyers refused to 
defend the women on the grounds 
that the case did not set precedent 
and couldn’t be won. The women 
were defended by a local lawyer with 
no knowledge or experience of 
women’s issues. 

cont. on page 2 



PetroCar Feels the Heat 


A lthough Petro Canada, in re¬ 
sponse to the Lubicon Lake 
Indian Nations threats of action 
against their oil wells, has agreed to 
shut down operations on their lands 
1 Dec. 1, it’s still not clear whether or 
not they will pay back royalties or rent 
to the Alberta Indian nation or for how 
long they plan to shut down. The 
Lubicon Nation is now considering 
what the next step will be in the fight 
for their aboriginal land rights (see last 
issue for more info). Meanwhile 
RCMP officers have been visiting 
supporters in Edmonton to frighten 
them off; luckily no such visits have 
occured here in Toronto yet. 

Locally, the group Friends of the 


Lubicon (Toronto) will be leafletting 
various locations to bring attention to 
the 50 year old land claim and oil 
company involvement. Another com¬ 
pany, Norcen, which is owned by 
Conrad Black, has still not announced 
if its operations will be shut down. 
They’re meeting with Lubicon chief 
Bernard Ominayak this week. They’ll 
both face a boycott and actions on the 
ground if they fail to comply with Lubi¬ 
con jurisdiction. You can help put 
pressure on both the corporate and 
government interests by boycotting 
Petro Canada gas stations and help¬ 
ing the Friends of the Lubicon in their 
campaign. For more info contact 
Elaine at 920-5213. 
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A Bill for Bureaucrats 


M any union leaders are looking 
for a secure job for more bu¬ 
reaucrats when provincial bill 
208 comes into effect. The bill is a 
workplace safety law which sets up 
more committees to deal with 
workplace safety and health, with 
both employer and worker reps on 
each one. It also allows committee 
members to shut down production if 
they consider it too dangerous, until a 
labour ministry inspector arrives. But 
the bill will also set up a new i 
Workplace Health and Safety Agency, ! 
to bed controlled by a partnership of 
labour leaders and corporate execu¬ 
tives (Toronto Star 11-19-89.) 

The flaw in the workplace commit¬ 
tee is that work stoppages can be 
appealed by the employer, and the 
worker who calls it can face suspen¬ 
sion or other harrassment. The over¬ 
all agency also provides bosses with 
veto power over labour safety pro¬ 
grams, and even medical clinics. The 
reason that the new plan is appealing 


Having won all their objectives, po- , 
litical prisoners in Spain have ended 
their hunger strike at the Almeria 
Prison. The prisoners were members 
of GRAPO (anti-fascist resistance 
groups; first of October, PCE, Com¬ 
munist Party of Spain, Reconstituted.) 
Their demands were release from iso¬ 
lation units and an end to a campaign 
of repression against political prison¬ 
ers. Inmates of several other prisons, 
including several female prisoners, 


to some labour leaders is that it 
compromises shop-floor action and 
encourages stable, controllable rela¬ 
tions between workers and their 
bosses, which means stable and 
well-paid jobs for union bureaucrats. 

Committees that include bosses 
are no solution. Instead, shop-floor 
direct action on a collective level is a 
safe and effective alternative. In 
1987 2,000 McDonnell Douglas 
workers held a legal stoppage for a 
month, which forced the company to 
change working conditions and to 
plan reconstruction of most of the 
factory’s ventilation system. The 
workers had lost $10 million in paid 
work time. Collective action by the 
workforce means that almost no one 
person can be held accountable for 
work stoppage and dismissed. With 
that kind of solidarity and action, Bill 
208 would be clearly unnecessary 
and seen for what it is—a job crea¬ 
tion program for overstuffed bureau¬ 
crats. 


outside pressure was mounted by 
lawyers, doctors, professionals and 
other supporters (the media were 
hostile to the strikers.) 

The seven Almeria prisoners are to 
be transferred from the penitentiary 
hospital in Madrid to another prison 
with dignified living conditions. The 
prisoners fear that these gains were 
largely the result of an election cam¬ 
paign, and may later be retracted. 
They urge supporters to boycott 


Five women 
Convicted... 

(cont from 1) 

Another government funded 
agency in Metro whose mandate is to 
fight violence against women and 
children was silent about the case al¬ 
though they had details about it for a 
year and a half. 

The Crown, Katie McGowan, said 
she found the womens actions re¬ 
volting, repugnant and disgusting. 
“There are social agencies to look 
after these problems.” She called for 
severe jail terms. The defense grov¬ 
elled and called the women stupid 
and bad, while claiming that they 
meant well. He advised the women 
not to talk to possible supporters 
because it might affect the outcome, 
which ended in a conviction any¬ 
ways. 

Judge John McGarry, in his sen¬ 
tencing, said he wanted to make an 
example of the women to make it 
dear that under no circumstances 
should a member of the public take 
the law into their own hands and that 
no one had a right to come between 
a man and his daughter. 

Of interest in this case is that the 
women who were not charged in this 
inquisition were white, middle class 
or in prestigious positions. The 
women who were sentenced were 
poor, mothers, or women of colour— 
or all three. 

When the law doesn’t protect 
people it’s necessary to take direct 
action. When women take such ac¬ 
tion we need to support them in the 
face of repression. An appeal will be 
held in Toronto at a later date. We’ll 
: keep you updated as we hear more. 


had joined the strike in solidarity, while these elections. 


Spanish Prisoners Win Demands 
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TREATY ALLIANCE CONSOUDATB) 


T he Treaty Alliance of North Ameri¬ 
can Aboriginal Nations met for 
the first time in Nitassinan (Labra¬ 
dor) last week. The meeting, which was 
attended by representatives of 19 First 
Nations from across Canada, was held 
to discuss strategy and future plans. 
The Alliance, a mutual defense treaty 
between nations within Canada repre¬ 
senting approximately 50,000 Indian 
people, was formed in the spring to 
consolidate defense of aboriginal 
lands and peoples with the theme that 
“an injury to one is an injury to all”. 

“We looked at the human resources 
we have and might need in our 
struggles ... the lawyers available 
across the country who we know, 
people who lobby for us, and other 
people we require from time to time, 
both Native and non-Native, said Lubi- 


con chief Bernard Ominayak. The 
Lubicon Lake Indian Nation has re¬ 
cently told Petro Canada to pay back 
royalties and rent to them for ten 
years worth of oil development on 
their land. They have until Nov. 30 
before the Lubicon people begin to 
dismantle their oil installations. 

The Lubicon’s current campaign 
and the Innu struggle, both signato¬ 
ries to the treaty, were discussed as 
well. The leaders of Treaty nations 
visited Father James Roche, a priest 
jailed since September for refusing 
to sign an undertaking not to go on 
military runways at the Labrador 
military base which threatens the 
Innu people. They pledged support 
for him in an effort to have him re¬ 
leased. 

The Treaty Alliance is now appeal¬ 


ing to the United Nations for recogni¬ 
tion as an international treaty. A deci¬ 
sion is also expected soon from the UN 
as to whether the Canadian govern¬ 
ment has violated the Lubicon 
peoples’ human rights, based on the 
case presented a few years ago. 

The Treaty Alliance represents a 
unification and direct action defense 
which is being carried out across the 
country. With the blockades at Temag- 
ami, the Innu blockades of NATO run¬ 
ways, the Barriere Lake blockades, 
and the upcoming Lubicon assertion of 
jurisdiction, newcomer governments 
will increasingly be forced to deal with 
land claims and other issues at last, 
because no amount of stalling or bull¬ 
shit will halt the groundswell of con¬ 
crete action which is being bred in 
Native communities these days. 


How to Help the 
Teme-Augama Anishnabai 


The current actions being carried out 
against the Red Squirrel logging road 
extension by the Teme-Augama Anish- 
nabe people need support from every¬ 
one. 

For those who can’t make it up to the 
Temagami area to put their asses on 
the line, you can help by providing 
much-needed material needs. Cur¬ 
rently they need: A radio system (radio 
phones for three locations), shuttle 
service (cars & vans willing to make the 
trip up there with people and supplies). 
Food (lots of it!), Naptha Gas, Batteries 
(12 volt & flashlight), propane stoves, 
warm clothing, sleeping bags, and last 
but not least FINANCIAL CONTRIBU¬ 


TIONS to cover additional ex¬ 
penses. Now is the time to hit up 
anyone you know who can donate 
these things. Phone 588-2712 to 
find out where to dropoff things or to 
get more info. Time to put your 
money where your mouth is, folks. 


WADE LAWSON REMEMBERED 

There will be a memorial demon¬ 
stration for Michael Wade 
Lawson, a Black youth shot by 
police Dec, 10 1988. The memo¬ 
rial will be held Dec. 10 at 6pm at 
Erindale Secondary School (Erin 
Mills Pkway & Dundas) 


DOA CORRECTIONS 


Although we do not have room to print j 
letters we receive commenting on j 
Ecomedia’s contents, these letters are j 
carefully considered by the editors. Dur- I 
ing the last few months, we have received I 
several criticizing our coverage of the 
Berkley riot over gentrification and home¬ 
lessness, which was part of the 1989 
anarchist gathering in San Francisco. 
Different people saw this demonstration 
in different lights, and the three telephone 
reports on which our report was based all 
took one viewpoint which other observ¬ 
ers didn’t share. If you want more details 
on the differing opinions, check out the 
current issueof MAYDAY (avaialblefor$1 
from MAYDAY, P.O. Box 3395, Oakland 
California USA 94609.) If you have infor¬ 
mation on events, please consider phon¬ 
ing us so that we can report accurately. 

We can be reached by leaving a message 
on the anarchist hotline, 416-535-5731. 
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I f you ride the subway, you’ve 
probably seen the ads for CBC- 
TV’s Street Legal. One shows 
seven people, six white and one 
black, grouped into three couples. 
You already know which person is 
not in a couple. Another shows the ! 
three white couples again (what j 
happened to the black guy?), the ! 
wimmin dressed or slightly un- j 
dressed in bright red while the men j 
hold “their” wimmin. Two of the men 
have disturbingly sleazy expres- j 
sions. The final ad shows the youn- ; 
ger white couple and the black man. j 
The younger couple embrace while j 
the two men stare aggressively at ! 


prisoners was awared the last para¬ 
graph of an inside-page report on the 
recent battle there (Toronto Star IQ- 
11-89 pA19.) Reports that the same 
gangsters are using chemical weap¬ 
ons against the rebels were also care- 
fully placed where most readers 
would overlook them, in the 13th 
paragraph of a story on the fighting 
(Toronto Star 20-11-89 pA3.) Nor has 
Canada’s murderous role in these 
atrocities received much attention; 
the fact that four refugees were de¬ 
ported to El Salvador at the height of 
the recent violence is mentioned in 
the 8th paragraph of an inside story 
(Toronto Star 221-11 -89 pA21.) 


-A Globe and Mail article on the 
tenth anniversary of the seizure of the 
U.S. embassy in Iran (4-11-89 pD3) 
suggests that the USA had nothing to 
do with events in Iran until it was 
“dragged into a new era of terrorism.” 
No mention of the USA’s sponsor¬ 
ship of the coup against the popular 
Mossadeq regime in 1953, or its 
support of the Shah’s repressive 
regime which earned the USA the 
undying hatred of the Iranian people. 

S ales of toothpaste have fallen 
30% in West Germany, follow¬ 
ing exposure on a prime time 
teevey broadcast of the side effects 


each other. A competition 
for the “possession” of 
this wo-myn is obviously 
taking place, and guess 
who has won. } 

Tax dollars extorted from you by ! 
the federal government go to pay for j 
this sexist, racist trash. Write or j 
phone the CBC and teil them what 
you think (in Toronto, CBC-TV is 
CBLT-TV, 500 Church St., Toronto 
M4Y 2C8; phone 975-3311) 

A s mass murder escalates 
around the world, the media 
as usual fail to mention that s 
most of it is caused by U.S. foreign 
policy. Here are some recent ex¬ 
amples: 

-Although anyone who knows 
what’s happening in El Salvador ral- 
izes that the murderous regime there 
wouldn’t last a month without U.S. 
funds, press reports of recent events 
there have ignored this and taken at 
face value U.S. claims that the gov¬ 
ernment is acting independently. A 
U.N. report that this regime has pre¬ 
sided over a “resurgence of torture” 
this year that includes sexual abuse, 
beatings and summary executions of 


MEDIA 


WATCH 


-There have recently been several 
features in the mass media about the 
destruction of the Amazonian rain 
forest, including a TVO series on Fri¬ 
day nights, a long Toronto Star article 
(5-11-89 pAI) and a David Suzuki 
special on the CBC (5-11 -89.) Some 
of these programs have mentioned 
obliquely the role of the Brazilian 
government in driving peasants off 
their land and into the jungle, which 
they vainly try to convert to farmland 
and destroy in the process. But we 
are never reminded that this govern¬ 
ment was imposed on the people of 
Brazil by the USA, which sponsored a 
military coup in 1964. 

-Press reports on recent events in 
Nicaragua have placed most of the 
blame for ending the “cease-fire” on 
Ortega. In fact, there never was a 
cease-fire; U.S. backed contras never 
stopped shooting Nicaraguans. They 
have already killed twice as many 
Nicaraguans as the combined U.S. 
casualty toll in WW1, WW2, Korea 
and Vietnam. 


of sodium 
lauryl sulfate 
(SLS), a prod- 
~ uct found in 

every major U.S. toothpaste, as well 
as in most of the natural, “new age” 
toothpastes. SLS is a natural com¬ 
pound (derived from cocoanut oil) 
which destroys cells at the surface of 
the gums and inflames the gums, 
causing chronic bleeding at the 
| slightest touch, the release of inflam¬ 
matory substances and a slowing of 
the healing process. Rinsing the 
■ mouth is of little use, since 90% of the 
I SLS has been found to remain in the 
: oral cavity. (Earth Island Journal, Fall 
j 1989.) 

| An alternative homemade tooth¬ 
paste can be made from six parts 
baking soda and one part salt, mixed 
well (in a blender if you have one.) 
Adding cinnamon makes the taste a 
little more palatable. 







